THE   AMERICAN   STATES       179

on them ? Nothing was more evident than
^that the Holy See would reinstate them as an
order on the first opportunity given. The
Silesian Jesuits elected a Vicar-general; those
in White Russia did the same in 1782. Though
smitten, as it would seem, unto death, a future
was in store for the Society; but another
world-wide movement must avenge them
on the Bourbons ere it dawned.

SECTION  II

MONABCHIES AND  THE AMERICAN STATES

(1763-1789)

THESE kings, of whom the least incapable
was Charles III., did all they knew to hasten
its coming. In the German Empire, that
confused welter of principalities, lay and
ecclesiastical; in Austria, when the noble
woman Maria Theresa passed away, the
like suicidal policy was adopted. The elec-
tors along the Rhine, prelates of great houses
who committed their spiritual duties to
inferior bishops and went hunting or did
worse, thought to be independent of the Holy
See, as already they had shaken off the
Imperial yoke. A semi-Jansenist, semi-
Gallican coadjutor of Treves, Von Hontheim,